
cowgills.co.uk

SME Brexit 
Support Fund

How your business can take advantage



SME Brexit Support Fund

Let’s face it Brexit has been complicated! We have a specialist 
team in place which has been assisting businesses through the 
complex process.  Our team is now working with businesses 
to provide a complete review of supply chains, including sales 
and purchases to ensure that any post Brexit VAT compliance 
is accurate. We are also able to identify any risks and 
opportunities that may be available.

And in order to ease the burden, HMRC has introduced an SME 
Brexit Support Fund, a government funded grant, which could 
give you up to £2,000 for professional advice. Providing that 
you are eligible (please see details below) this should cover the 
cost of our review. 

Applications will close on 30 June 2021 or earlier if all funding 
is allocated before this date, so we urge you to act quickly. If 
you would like to take advantage of this please do let us know.
  
In order to be eligible, your business must:
 

• Be established in the UK.
• Have been established in the UK for at least 12 months 

before submitting the application, or currently hold 
Authorised Economic Operator status.

• Not have previously failed to meet its tax or customs 
obligations.

• Have no more than 500 employees.
• Have no more than £100 million turnover.
• Import or export goods between Great Britain and the 

EU, or move goods between Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. If you already import or export goods from or to 
a non-EU country you are not eligible for this grant.

 
Your business must also either:
 

• Complete (or intend to complete) import or export 
declarations internally for its own goods.

• Use someone else to complete import or export 
declarations but require additional capability internally to 
effectively import or export (such as advice on rules of 
origin or advice on dealing with a supply chain).



In order to apply for the grant, you must select if you intend 
on using it to cover training or advice. Therefore, when 
submitting the application please ensure that you apply 
to “get professional advice, so your business can meet its 
customs, excise, import VAT or safety and security declaration 
requirements.”

We have provided a guide which will assist you further, when 
applying for the grant.

If you do have any queries please do not hesitate to contact 
Carolyn Van Hecke, carolyn.vanhecke@cowgills.co.uk. We look 
forward to hearing from you. 

“Cowgills has been really helpful 
in sifting through the minefield of 

issues since Brexit. They have been 
on hand with advice and contacts in 
Europe and we are truly grateful for 

their in-depth knowledge.”

Steamforged Games



SME grant process

Registration

1. Register via the 
following link:

https://customsinterme-
diarygrant.force.com/s/
Registration

2. Fill out your contact 
information and continue 
by clicking ‘next’.

3. Once registered you 
should receive an email 
informing you that your 
information is being 
verified.

4. A second email will 
be sent to you including 
your application login 
details, usually within two 
working days after your 
registration form has 
been completed.
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Application

1. Start your application 
by using the link and 
login details included in 
your second email.

2. You will initially have 
to create your own 
password.

3. Once you have logged 
in, select ‘Create an 
Application’.

4. Follow the ‘Create an 
Application’ steps.
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5. Fill out the information 
that applies to your 
company.

We would expect this to 
be:

To train me and/or 
my staff on customs 
processes, software 
and systems, so that we 
can complete customs 
declarations for our 
business’ own importing 
or exporting activities

And/or

To get professional 
advice so my business 
can meet its VAT 
requirements.

6. Tick all the 
confirmation statement 
boxes (providing that you 
agree with the terms).

7. Once you click 
‘Save and Next’, you 
have completed the 
application. To view 
the application, click 
on ‘My Applications’ on 
the top left, followed by 
the case number of the 
application.
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When reviewing your application, it can be edited by clicking ‘Edit’ in the top 
right hand corner or by hovering over a section and clicking on the pencil 
icon.
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8. You will need to confirm the ‘Total Funding Requested’ and the 
‘Total Quote Value’ figures are correct. The attachments section 
should include draft fee notes from your supplier which can be added 
by clicking the ‘Upload File’ button as shown in image 7.

9. The rest of the application should look like this, with the answers 
being tailored to your company.

We have given an example wording for how the grant is linked to the 
activities, this may vary depending on how the grant is linked to your 
activities.

We recommend the two reasons above as to why the grant will 
benefit you, but there may be other reasons that are more applicable 
to your journey.

10. Once you are happy that your application is complete, click on the 
‘Submit for Approval’ button in the top right hand corner of the page.

If you have any issues or queries regarding SME Grant funding, your 
registration or application, or would like us to complete it for you, please 
let us know. We are more than happy to help! 

Email abigail.o’neill@cowgills.co.uk
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